VII
DEMOGRAPHIC  ASPECTS
IN Chapters I and II emphasis was laid on the triune character
of all States each of which is an amalgam of territory, people
and the organizational machinery which is set up to guide the
relationships between people and their physical environment.
This chapter is devoted to an analysis of some geographical
aspects of the demographic element within the State, and in its
external relations. It is hardly necessary to elaborate here the
importance of this element in State and inter-State activities,
but the student of Demographic Geography should be warned
of the great complexity of this subject.
In the present state of knowledge, adequate statistical data
are not available for over half the world's population, and the
census material of even the most advanced countries does not
fully meet the requirements of demographers. Moreover,
population problems are related to a wide range of contri-
butory causes, biological, social, economic, political and
psychological, none of which are strictly geographical, but all of
which must be recognized in evaluating the demographic
structure of the State. This, of course, is only another way of
expressing the well-known fact that human relationships are
more complex than those of all other organisms, and that man is
the only form of life which has attempted political organization.
In common with that of the areas and of the economic and
political developments of States, the distributional pattern of
the world's population is characterized by marked unevenness
both in total numbers and in density. This irregularity is not
a direct expression of mere area whether continents or States
are considered as the territorial units. Although Professor
Fawcett1 has shown in his simplified diagrammatic represen-
tations of land areas and their populations that there is a broad
correlation betwreen these two geographical elements, a decisive
1 C. B. Fawcett, TTte Basis of a World Commonwealth, London, 1941, Figs, 5
and 6, pp. 28-29.